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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 SUVA 00352 190056Z 
ACTION 10-13 

INFO OCT-01 EA-09 ISO-OO SNM-02 DEAE-00 /025 W 

190100Z 128956/66 

PR 180500ZMAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY SUVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5934 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS SUVA 0352 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR 

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS ON DICRIMINALIZATION OF MARIHUANA 

REF: STATE 057902 

MAGISTRATES COURT ADVISES THAT POSSESSION AND TRAFFICKING 
OF MARIHUANA IS AN OFFENSE PUNISHABLE UNDER THE REGULATIONS 
OF THE DANGEROUS DRUGS ORDINANCE, CHAPTER 95, LAWS OF FIJI. 

THIS ORDINANCE PROVIDES FOR TRIAL BY THE SUPREME COURT 
OF CASES INVOLVING THE TRAFFICKING OF LARGE AMOUNTS OF 
MARIHUANA WITH MAXIMUM SENTENCE BEING TEN YEARS OR FINE OF 
FDOL 2,000. THE MAGISTRATES COURT TRIES THOSE CASES 
INVOLVING LESSER AMOUNTS OF MARIHUANA FOR PERSONAL 
USE AND MAXIMUM FINE IS FDOL 500 OR A PRISON SENTENCE OF 
ONE YEAR. FIJI'S DANGEROUS DRUG ORDINANCE IS STRICTLY 
ENFORCED IN THE METROPOLITAN AREAS OF SUVA AND NADI, BUT 
RELATIVELY UNENFORCED IN THE RURAL AREAS WHERE CANE FARMERS 
GROW SMALL AMOUNTS FOR THEIR OWN USE. 
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